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Principal’s Message  

Well… things have certainly changed since my last message, and sadly, despite all our efforts, things seem to 

be becoming more and more complicated and challenging. In this climate, it is easy to get despondent about 

life, and I would like to draw your attention to a recent article published by Macquarie University             

highlighting the following positives outcomes. 

1. The Environment 

Carbon emissions are down globally and with manufacturing and air travel grinding to a halt, the planet has 
had a chance to rejuvenate. China recorded an 85 per cent increase in days with good air quality in 337 cities 
between January and March. With tourists gone from Italy, the long-polluted canals of Venice now appear 
clear as fish and other wildlife start returning. Elsewhere, wildlife is also reappearing in other major cities 
and the biodiversity is slowly starting to return in various parts of the world. 

2. Peace 

The coronavirus is also raising hopes of fewer battles and less conflict, resulting in increased levels of peace. 
The United Nations called to end all wars in the face of COVID-19 as the world confronts a common enemy. 

3. Connectedness 

A third positive outcome is a rejuvenated sense of community and social cohesion. Self-isolation challenges 
us as social animals who desire relationships, contact and interaction with other humans. However, people 
all around the world are finding new ways to address the need for interconnectedness.  In Italy, one of the 
worst-hit countries, people are joining their instruments and voices to create music from their balconies. 
People are leading street dance parties while maintaining social distancing. People are using social media 
platforms to connect. There is a huge wave of formal and informal volunteering where people use their skills 
and abilities to help. 

4. Innovation 

COVID-19 is a major market disruptor that has led to unprecedented levels of innovation. Due to the       
lockdown, so many businesses have had to reinvent themselves with a new 'business as unusual' philosophy. 
This includes cafes turning into takeaway venues (some of which also now sell milk or face masks) and gin 
distilleries now making hand sanitisers. (As long as they keep making gin too!) 

5. Corporate Responsibility 

Coronavirus is driving a new wave of corporate social responsibility (CSR). The global pandemic has become 
a litmus test for how seriously companies are taking their CSR and their work with key stakeholders: the 
community, employees, consumers and the environment. Companies are donating money, food and medical 
equipment to support people affected by the coronavirus. Others are giving to healthcare workers,             
including free coffee at McDonald’s Australia and millions of masks from Johnson & Johnson. Many are             
supporting their customers, from Woolworths introducing an exclusive shopping hour for seniors and     
people with disabilities to Optus giving free mobile data so its subscribers can continue to connect.     

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-03-19/venice-canals-clear-of-pollution/12071078
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-03-19/venice-canals-clear-of-pollution/12071078
https://www.un.org/en/un-coronavirus-communications-team/fury-virus-illustrates-folly-war
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/video-dept/the-italians-making-music-on-balconies-under-coronavirus-quarantine
https://www.capitalfm.com/news/coronavirus/neighbours-dancing-street-video-viral
https://www.delicious.com.au/eat-out/article/australian-gin-distilleries-making-hand-sanitiser/bry5xm2d
https://lighthouse.mq.edu.au/article/april-2020/coronavirus-sees-companies-deliver-for-the-greater-good
https://mcdonalds.com.au/healthcare-workers
https://www.jnj.com/caring-and-giving/how-johnson-johnson-is-helping-support-coronavirus-relief-efforts
https://www.woolworths.com.au/shop/discover/community/news/woolworths-to-introduce-a-dedicated-shopping-hour-for-the-elderly-and-people-with-disability
https://www.optus.com.au/for-you/support/answer?id=20065


 

 
 

 
 

Please Keep Sick Children At Home 
 

The Department has a COVID Team that can take any queries from parents (and teachers!) and can 
be contacted on 1800 338 663. Please call them any time you have a concern about your child’s 
symptoms. DHS also have a hotline and can be reached on 1300 651 160.  If you aren’t sure about 
anything, give those hotlines a call, as we are taking our directions from them. Children who are ill 
should remain at home.  Any child unwell and sent to sick bay whilst at school will be isolated until 
collected. We are being vigilant to ensure safety of everyone in our school community. 

 

As with staff, students will be required to stay home if they display any symptoms of illness such as a 
cough, runny nose, sore throat, tummy ache or fever.  

Please keep us all safe by avoiding attendance if you know your child is not well. 

6. Reimagined Education 

The sixth positive outcome is massive transformation in education. True, most of it was not by choice. 
With schools closing down all around the world, many teachers are digitalising the classroom, offering 
online education, educational games and tasks and self- led learning. We are globally involved in one of 
the largest-scale experiments in changing education at all levels. Home-schooling is becoming the new 
way of learning, exposing many parents to what their children know and do. 

7. Gratitude 

Finally, the seventh gift that COVID-19 is giving us is a new sense of appreciation and gratefulness. It has 
offered us a new perspective on everything we have taken for granted for so long – our freedoms, leisure, 
connections, work, family and friends. We have never questioned how life as we know it could be           
suddenly taken away from us. 

Hopefully, when this crisis is over, we will exhibit new levels of gratitude. We have also learned to value 
and thank health workers who are at the frontline of this crisis, risking their lives everyday by just      
showing up to their vital work. This sense of gratefulness can also help us develop our resilience and    
overcome the crisis in the long-term. 

With the last point in mind, I would like to sincerely thank all our students and their families of rising to 

the challenges of remote learning. It is you who are doing it tough, and we appreciate and respect your  

efforts. To the littlest people in our community, the students, you are to be commended for your resilience 

and adaptability. You must be missing your friends and your life before this. You are the true champions!  

 

Jacqui  Cutler 

https://www.newyorker.com/news/our-local-correspondents/the-great-zoom-school-experiment
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/journey-healing/202003/grateful-in-the-time-coronavirus
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/topic/gratitude


 

 

2021 FOUNDATION/PREP ENROLMENTS: 
Unfortunately due to the current circumstances, 
we have had to cancel our usual Prep             
Information sessions as well as personal family 
tours that I would  normally be involved in to 
encourage new Prep enrolments for the coming 
year. I am seeking your support in the           
community to spread the word that our school 
is open for new  enrolments for 2021 and that 
any   prospective family can   access our website 
for information and a virtual school tour.      
Enrolment packs are available in the office for 
any prospective families. Please pass on our 
details and   encourage prospective  families to 
call the office with any  enquiries in regards to 
2021. For those of you who have siblings to be 
enrolled in 2021 we would ask that you make 
contact with the office to secure your child’s   
enrolment for next year as soon as you are able.   

     

Term 3  2020 
 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

August 10th          School Council 

                                   ****cancelled**** 

                                       

            *** PLEASE NOTE *** 

   LUNCH ORDERS ARE NO      

LONGER AVAILABLE  

DURING THIS LOCKDOWN                          

            

************************************** 

            BOOK CLUB     

HOME DELIVERY 

 

Due to covid restrictions all orders from 

this Issue (Issue 6)  are now home         

delivery option only. A delivery fee of 

$5.99  will be incurred through           

Scholastic. 

Click here for Issue 6 catalogue: 

https://www.scholastic.com.au/book-

club/book-club-parents/ 
 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Madi W                   Levi K 

Campbell W           Eden B 

Tyler H                  Declan B 

Grace C                 Zara H 

Scarlett C 

Charlotte M             

Jarvis V 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scholastic.com.au%2Fbook-club%2Fbook-club-parents%2F&data=02%7C01%7CSharon.Lloyd%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cc81ff206812545fd1fa608d839b01e59%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63732
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scholastic.com.au%2Fbook-club%2Fbook-club-parents%2F&data=02%7C01%7CSharon.Lloyd%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cc81ff206812545fd1fa608d839b01e59%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63732


 

 

E for Excellence  Recipients  

for the week ending 24th July 2020 

Congratulations! 



 

 

E for Excellence  Recipients  

for the week ending 31st July 2020 

Congratulations! 



 

 
ART   Term 3 

 

Greetings from our Art Room. 

We’d like to begin with congratulating all the students (and supporting families) for the  
fine efforts during remote learning in Term 2. The Art which the children presented was 
very creative. 

As you would appreciate, our planning for Term 3 has been adjusted to enable Art activities 
to occur at home. The materials needed may include pencils, scissors, tape, textas, markers 
also paper, cardboard, foil or things found in the garden. Each child has been given their 
sketch books and an Art Pack with certain supplies. The tasks will be published on Seesaw 
each THURSDAY for Prep students and WEDNESDAY for years 1 to 6. The students will have 
the week to complete the tasks and submit photos of their work in their activity page on  
Seesaw. Rod and I will respond to those forwarded to us and record the efforts of the       
students.  

We aim for the students to find this term’’s home activities fun, stimulating, and a portal 
for them to display and expand on their creativity. 

Activities will include drawing, collage, cutting, folding, learning about the colour wheel, 
(primary, secondary and tertiary colours), creating paints from household products, using 
natural materials, and stretching the imagination with Mr Squiggle drawing sheets.  

An Artist of the Week will be allocated in each upper grade and art work will be shared. 

In Term 2 the upper grades were given art dice games to stimulate drawing ideas. These can 
be played solo or as a group or family activity, eg creating Picasso faces. Another family 
game to stimulate drawing skills and have a laugh is Pictionary. 

Remember to allow the children to be creative using what materials they can. There are also 
excellent art shows on The ABC Education which will support the learning.  

Wishing you all the best through these different times. 

Regards  

Sally and Rod 

                           
    
   

 

 

                                                

 

    



 

 



 

 

               ***** Please note new dates and time ****** 



 

 


