
 

PURPOSE 
 
To increase awareness of the need for the detection and treatment of head lice outbreaks in the school, 
and to minimise such outbreaks. 
 
GOALS 
 

• To educate the school community on the prevention, detection and treatment of head lice. 

• To reduce the misinformation associated with head lice. 

 
 
IMPLEMENTATION 

 

• The school must obtain informed written consent of parents/guardians prior to students being 
physically inspected for head lice 

• Consent forms regarding the physical inspection of hair are completed on enrolment, must be updated 
when: 

o guardianship or custody arrangements change for the student 

o parents/guardians no longer wish to consent to inspections 

• Consent form apply for the duration the child is at the school 

• Visual headlice checks do not require physical contact and do not require permission 

• Notices will be sent home with every child advising when an inspection has been carried out 

• Staff members suspecting that a child may have head lice are to report their concerns to the Principal 
who will contact the parents 

• Upon positive identification of head lice including eggs, the Principal will ensure that the parents of any 
infected child are contacted as soon as possible and informed that their child is to be excluded from 
attending school in accordance with the Health (Infectious Diseases) Regulations 1996 until the 
children have been treated 

• If live head lice are detected parents will be advised and the child will be isolated from contact with 
others by remaining in the sick bay until they have been collected 

• The Principal or identified staff member will also provide parents or infected children with information 
about head lice treatment and prevention 

• The school must exclude infected students until the day after treatment has commenced 

• The Principal will ensure that information relating to the prevention and eradication of head lice 
appears throughout the year in the school newsletter, particularly at times of heavy outbreaks 

• Regular home-based screening is to be encouraged 

• Children with long hair will be encouraged to tie it back 

• Notification letters are sent home advising when lice are detected in a class. 
. 

   

DETECTION AND TREATMENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

Responsibilities for managing head lice are shared between: parents/guardians, schools and principals. 

Parents/guardians have primary responsibility for detection and treatment of head lice.  Parents/guardians 
should: 

• regularly, preferably once a week, check for lice or eggs in the hair of their child and all household 
members 
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• Parents should notify the school: if their child is affected; when treatment commenced 

• Parents should not send their children to school with untreated head lice 

Schools must: 

• exercise sensitivity towards students and families with head lice 

• maintain student confidentiality to avoid stigmatisation 

• support and provide practical treatment advice to parents/guardians 

Principals must: 

• alert parents/guardians of an infestation, particularly the parents of other students in the same class as the 
affected child/children 

• use discretion about informing the school community about an infestation 

Note: The Department of Human Services indicates at any one time there are likely to be cases of head 
lice in most schools, so it is not advocated that the principal informs the whole school community each time 
head lice are detected. 

RELATED POLICIES 

• Infectious Diseases 

RELATED LEGISLATION 

• Health (Infectious Diseases) Regulations 2001 

OTHER RESOURCES 

• For more information about head lice recognition and treatment see: Department of Health and Human 
Services: Scratch for Answers 

• Better Health 

EVALUATION: 
 
• Monitor number of confirmed infestations 

• Check website for updated information 
 

POLICY REVIEW AND APPROVAL 
 
Policy last reviewed: 2/7/23 

Approved by: School Council 

Next scheduled review date: As needed 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/health/Pages/infectiousdiseases.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/health/Documents/Scratching%20for%20Answers.pdf
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